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The Heritage Of Armor k Cavalry
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Records indicate that some 13 Buffalo Soldiers 
were awarded the Medal of Honor during the Indian campaigns, 1865-1891.

The Armor Trooper knows and 
is proud of his branch’s tradition. 
The saga of the United States 
Cavalry dates from November 
1774, when a Cavalry militia unit 
was organized to serve as Gen. 
George Washington’s personal 
bodyguard.

During the Civil War, the 
Cavalry made a reputation for 
itself as a combat force. Famous 
names from North and South, like 
Sheridan, Cook, Morgan, Forrest 
and Stuart, became a part of his
tory. These great cavalrymen 
slashed out with deadly, lightning 
quick raids, shaping the character 
of Cavalry. Eleven separate 
Indian wars during the 19th Cen
tury tested the strength of this 
character.

The Cavalry first rode on 
foreign soil in 1847 during the 
Mexican War. It has since 
distinguished itself on battlefields 
around the world. In 1898, Teddy 
Roosevelt’s Rough Riders made
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the role of the hlack soldiers in 
the 9th and 10th Cavalry 
Regiments. These black troopers 
(illustrated below) were known as 
the Buffalo Soldiers. The 
nickname was given to them out 
of respect by the Indians they 
fought. The Indians compared 
their appearance and courage in 
battle to that of the buffalo. These 
black troopers fought the fiercest 
tribes on the Western plains, 
charted open wilderness, built 
forts, and helped keep the peace 
on the frontier.

Cavalry was officially included 
as a part of the Armor Branch in 
1950. Its historic missions are 
today fulfilled by the Armored 
Cavalry and the Air Cavalry.

As the modern successor to the 
Horse Cavalry, Armor preserves 
two centuries of military tradition 
as well as a legacy of 
accomplishment that is 
unmatched by any force on the 
battlefield.
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their famous charge up San Juan 
Hill in Cuba. The Cavalry fought 
in the Chinese Boxer Rebellion, 
and later in the First and Second 
World Wars.

However, an area often 
neglected in Cavalry’s heritage, is
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Development Of The Armor Symbol Birth Of The Armored Force

THE ARMOR INSIGNIA

/

u
Col. Adna R. Chaffee, CAV. Gen. Jacob L. Devers, FA. Maj. Gen. Alvan C. Gillem, Jr., INF.

8 9
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LTG Daniel Van Voorhis, CAV. 
‘'Grandfather of Armor.''

Chaffee launched a one-man 
campaign for mechanization while 
assigned to the Budget and

Gen. Van Voorhis laid down the basic 
principles of the Armored Force, 
earning him the title “Grandfather of 
the Armored Force.”

The War Department disbanded the 
Mechanized Force that same year. 
Existing arms and services carried on 
the work of mechanization by 
developing vehicles to meet particular 
needs.

The original triangular Armor 
insignia was designed in 1918, 
and worn by the World War Tank 
Corps and subsequent tank units 
of the infantry. The colors of the 
shoulder sleeve patch were blue 
for Infantry, red for Artillery, and 
yellow for Cavalry—the three 
basic components of Armor. The 
insignia symbolized the union of 
these forces.

The basic design and 
combination of colors remain in 
today’s Armor insignia. In 1940, 
the superimposed figures, taken 
from the shoulder insignia of the 
7th Cavalry Brigade 
(Mechanized), were added. The 
tank track stands for mobility 
and armor protection; the gun 
represents firepower; and the 
lightning bolt denotes shock 
effect. These triple characteristics 
of the tank are embodied in 
Armor’s striking power.

Legislative Planning Branch of the 
War Department. He believed the 
Army needed both machines and 
men. In 1938, Col. Chaffee assumed 
command of the newly created 7th 
Cavalry Brigade (Mechanized) at Fort 
Knox, Kentucky. He was promoted to 
brigadier general shortly afterward.

Gen. Chaffee, acting on a directive 
from Gen. Marshall, created on paper 
in 1940, a definite program leading to 
the creation of an Armored Force. The 
Armored Force was born July 10, 
1940, at Fort Knox. Gen. Chaffee, the 
“Father of the Armored Force,” was 
designated its first chief. The 7th 
Cavalry Brigade (Mechanized) was 
the backbone of the new force.

The tank was invented out of 
military necessity. The allies 
developed the tank to support 
infantry, batter down strong points of 
resistance, and serve as a defense 
against the deadly machine gun. It 
brought mobility to the battlefield 
and changed the course of land 
warfare.

The U.S. Army Tank Corps was 
created on January 26, 1918, with Col. 
Samuel D. Rockenbach assigned as 
its chief. Col. George S. Patton, Jr., 
commanded the 304th U.S. Tank 
Brigade. The American Tank Corps 
proved its effectiveness in battles at 
St. Mihiel, the Meuse Argonne, and 
with the British, cracked the 
Hindenburg line near LeGatelet.

The Chief of Infantry was assigned 
the development of tanks by the 
National Defense Act of 1920. The 
Tank Corps was inactivated the same 
year, with battalions broken into 
separate companies. One company 
was assigned to each division. The 
Infantry Tank Board continued 
testing tank modifications and new 
equipment.

Secretary of War Dwight Davis 
observed maneuvers by a British 
experimental mechanization force in 
1927. Davis was so impressed that he 
directed the General Staff to organize 
a similar American unit. Chief of 
Staff, Gen. Charles P. Summerall, 
assigned Maj. Adna R. Chaffee to 
supervise the General Staffs efforts 
to organize the force.

Col. Daniel Van Voorhis, Cavalry, 
commanded the Mechanized Force at 
Fort Eustis, Virginia. Later, in 1931,

WWI
ORIGINAL INSIGNIA

The first Chief of the Armored 
Force was a mechanized 
Cavalryman, and as a result, much of 
the early doctrine stemmed from the 
mechanized Cavalry. Little attention 
was given to Field Artillery doctrine 
and tank gunnery. The rightful 
importance of these factors was 
brought into focus after Maj. Gen. 
Jacob L. Devers, Field Artillery, 
became the second Chief of the 
Armored Force in August 1941.

Maj. Gen. Alvan C. Gillem, Jr., 
Infantry, was made acting chief in 
May 1943, when Gen. Devers took 
command of the European Theater of 
Operations. The Armored Force was 
redesignated the Armored Command 
on July 2,1943, and Gillem became 
its commanding general. Under 
Gillem’s command. Armored 
activities became more closely 
coordinated with the Army Ground 
Forces.
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Gen. George S. Patton, Jr. Korean War
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Photo Courtesy of U.S. Army Photo Service.
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Patton was commissioned in 
the Cavalry after his 1909

The General’s doctrines for 
aggressive employment of 
massive Armor forces continue to 
prove themselves in combat areas 
around the world.

Patton accomplished one of the 
most remarkable feats in military 
history in December, 1944, when 
he quickly turned the Third Army 
northward to reinforce the Allied 
southern flank against the 
German attack in the Battle of 
the Bulge. The Third’s 4th 
Armored Division, spearheaded 
by Lt. Col. Creighton Abrams’ 
37th Tank Battalion, rescued and 
relieved the “Battered Bastards of 
Bastogne,” the 101st Airborne 
Division.

In the early years of World War 
II, Patton played a major role in 
the North Africa and Sicily 
Campaigns. But, he is best 
remembered for his command of 
the Third Army during its drive 
across France. The Third pushed 
through the German defenses and 
captured thousands of prisoners 
before being forced to stop, due to 
a lack of logistical support, at the 
Seine and Meuse Rivers.

»</

Gen. George S. Patton, Jr., 
known as “Old Blood and Guts,” 
was one of the most colorful 
commanders in the US Army. The 
famed commander of the Third 
Army during World War II, 
displayed courage and daring as 
prominently as the pair of ivory
handled revolvers he wore.

\

The United States was drawn 
into the Korean War on June 25, 
1950, when the North Korean 
Communist attacked South 
Korea. On July 5, Task Force 
Smith, the first US unit from 
Japan, was overrun by the North 
Koreans using 31, T34 Russian- 
made tanks.

A provisional tank unit was 
quickly organized with the few 
tanks available in Japan, and

“The strength of the Army of the 
United States, the strength of this 
nation at large rest in citizens like 
you, citizens who so value the 
democracy of which they are an 
integral and productive part that 
they would freely devote their lives 
to defend it. ”

Gen. Omar N. Bradley 
June 1948

Patton was promoted to captain 
in 1917, after participating in 
Gen. John J. Pershing’s Punitive 
Expedition into Mexico. 
Following his promotion, he 
joined Pershing’s staff in the 
American Expeditionary Force 
and was sent to France. He 
became the first member of the 
Tank Corps and organized the 
First American Tank Training 
Center at Langres, France. Patton 
organized and commanded the 
304th Tank Brigade during the St. 
Mihiel and the Meuse-Argonne 
offensive. He received the 
Distinguished Service Cross and 
the Purple Heart during the 
Meuse Offensive.

four tank battalions were 
hurriedly shipped from the United 
States. With this minimum of 
tank support, the US forces were 
finally able to stop the communist 
advance and hold them along the 
Naktong River line.

The Korean campaign 
supported the contention that 
when one force has armor and the 
other does not, the force without 
armor will lose.' Sin
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graduation from the U.S. Military 
Academy. He gained a reputation 
for his ability, energy, 
marksmanship and superb 
horsemanship early in his career. 
Patton was a pioneer in many 
areas. In 1912, he was the first 
American to compete in the 
Modern Pentathlon, an event 
stressing horsemanship, in the 
Olympic Games held in 
Stockholm, Sweden.

F * 1

'"'III

I

J

4

1

I:,.-
c-l
An M46 tank crew near Nodo-Ri, Korea, watches for signs of 
Chinese communist movement (April 1951),
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An M4A3 Sherman tank advances near the village of Giesselhart, Germany (1945).

Photo Courtesy of U.S. Army Photo Service.

MS Half-track maintaining an air guard. M5A1 tank crews in France prepare to move out (1944).Photo Courtesy of U.S. Army Photo Service. Photo Courtesy of U.S. Army Photo Service.
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M~24 tanks, with infantry riding, pass two burning German tanks 
on a road to Salzburg, Austria, (20th Armored Division, VI Corps,
US Seventh Army May 1945), Photo Courtesy of U.S. Army Photo Service.
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Gen. George S. Patton, Jr. Korean War
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The General’s doctrines for 

aggressive employment of 
massive Armor forces continue to 
prove themselves in combat areas 
around the world.

An M46 tank crew near Nodo-Ri, Korea, watches for signs of 
Chinese communist movement (April 1951).

Gen. George S. Patton, Jr., 
known as “Old Blood and Guts,” 
was one of the most colorful 
commanders in the US Army. The 
famed commander of the Third 
Army during World War II, 
displayed courage and daring as 
prominently as the pair of ivory
handled revolvers he wore.

Patton was promoted to captain 
in 1917, after participating in 
Gen. John J. Pershing’s Punitive 
Expedition into Mexico. 
Following his promotion, he 
joined Pershing’s staff in the 
American Expeditionary Force 
and was sent to France. He 
became the first member of the 
Tank Corps and organized the 
First American Tank Training 
Center at Langres, France. Patton 
organized and commanded the 
304th Tank Brigade during the St. 
Mihiel and the Meuse-Argonne 
offensive. He received the 
Distinguished Service Cross and 
the Purple Heart during the 
Meuse Offensive.

In the early years of World War 
II, Patton played a major role in 
the North Africa and Sicily 
Campaigns. But, he is best 
remembered for his command of 
the Third Army during its drive 
across France. The Third pushed 
through the German defenses and 
captured thousands of prisoners 
before being forced to stop, due to 
a lack of logistical support, at the 
Seine and Meuse Rivers.

Patton accomplished one of the 
most remarkable feats in military 
history in December, 1944, when 
he quickly turned the Third Army 
northward to reinforce the Allied 
southern flank against the 
German attack in the Battle of 
the Bulge. The Third’s 4th 
Armored Division, spearheaded 
by Lt. Col. Creighton Abrams’ 
37th Tank Battalion, rescued and 
relieved the “Battered Bastards of 
Bastogne,” the 101st Airborne 
Division.

The United States was drawn 
into the Korean War on June 25, 
1950, when the North Korean 
Communist attacked South 
Korea. On July 5, Task Force 
Smith, the first US unit from 
Japan, was overrun by the North 
Koreans using 31, T34 Russian- 
made tanks.

A provisional tank unit was 
quickly organized with the few 
tanks available in Japan, and
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graduation from the U.S. Military 
Academy. He gained a reputation 
for his ability, energy, 
marksmanship and superb 
horsemanship early in his career. 
Patton was a pioneer in many 
areas. In 1912, he was the first 
American to compete in the 
Modern Pentathlon, an event 
stressing horsemanship, in the 
Olympic Games held in 
Stockholm, Sweden.

“The strength of the Army of the 
United States, the strength of this 
nation at large rest in citizens like 
you, citizens who so value the 
democracy of which they are an 
integral and productive part that 
they would freely devote their lives 
to defend it. ”

Gen. Omar N. Bradley 
June 1948
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four tank battalions were 
hurriedly shipped from the United 
States. With this minimum of 
tank support, the US forces were 
finally able to stop the communist 
advance and hold them along the 
Naktong River line.

The Korean campaign 
supported the contention that 
when one force has armor and the 
other does not, the force without 
armor will lose.

Patton was commissioned in 
the Cavalry after his 1909
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Gen. Creighton AbramsVietnam

An M48 tank moves to an operations area in Vietnam (1967). Photo Courtesy of U.S. Army Photo Service.
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Photo Courtesy of U.S. Army Photo Service.

Photo Courtesy of Patton Museum Archives.
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Gen. Creighton “Abe” Abrams 
vyas considered by his 
contemporaries as one of the 
Army’s greatest fighting 
generals. During World War II, he 
commanded the 37th Tank 
Battalion, 4th Armored Division, 
that led the Third Army’s 
advance across France and into 
Germany. He gained a reputation 
for fearless, aggressive leadership 
in combat.

Gen. George S. Patton said of Lt. 
Col. Abrams, 'Pm supposed to be 
the best tank commander in the 
Army, but I have one peer, Abe 
Abrams. He's the world's 
champion."

drug abuse controls, and 
continually sought to drive tasks 
to their lowest levels.

The straight-talking Chief of 
Staff excelled as an advisor to 
America’s top civilian leaders in 
Washington. His success in this 
role helped restore the Army’s 
combat readiness.

Gen. Creighton Abrams died of 
cancer on September 4,1974. The 
Army’s main battle tank, the Ml 
Abrams, is named in his honor.

Lt. Col. Creighton ''Abe" Abrams, 
commander of the 37th Tank 
Battalion, W.W. IL

An Armored Cavalry unit conducts a tactical road march during 
operations in Vietnam (1968).

The 1936 West Point graduate 
served in numerous Armor-related 
positions during his 38 year 
military career. From 1946-48, he 
was director of tactics at the 
Armor School, Fort Knox, 
Kentucky. He returned to Fort 
Knox as the Armor Center’s Chief 
of Staff in 1954-56.

Abrams was promoted to 
general in September 1964. He 
served as deputy commander and 
later commander of the United 
States Military Assistance 
Command in South Vietnam from 
1967-72. He replaced Gen. William 
Westmoreland as Army Chief of 
Staff in 1972, becoming the 
first Chief of Staff to have 
held Armor as his basic branch.

One of the most difficult jobs he 
faced in his career was 
regenerating the Army in the 
wake of Vietnam. Abrams led the 
Army in a major reorganization 
to accommodate the transition to an 
all volunteer force and an overall 
reduction in troop strength. He 
reorganized the command 
structure, improved the combat-to- 
support ratio, and laid the 
foundation for three additional 
combat divisions without 
increased manpower. He sought 
improved race relations, effective
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WWI Tanks (Unofficial)

Infantry (Tanks)—1923Infantry (Tanks)—1921Cavalry—1917Cavalry—1870

Cavalry—WWII PresentTank Destroyer ForcesMachine Gun—1917 Armored Car—1924
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The upright trumpet was the branch 
insignia worn until the Regiment was 
consolidated with the Dragoon and 
Cavalry Regiments.

Regiment of Mounted 
Riflemen ®

Mounted Riflemen 
(Dragoons—1833)

An unofficial insignia made in England 
for US Tank Corps members during World 
War I.

Prescribed in March 1943, this collar 
insignia was officially rescinded in 
November 1947, since the branch had been 
abolished.

The present insignia was authorized in 
1951 and consists of the front view of the 
M26 tank superimposed upon the old 
Cavalry insignia.

This enlisted cap insignia was worn by 
NCOs of the Cavalry Regiment that 
received more World War I campaign 
streamers than any other.

When the Tank Corps was abolished, 
tankers assigned to the Infantry were 
authorized this insignia from October 1921 
until February 1923.

Once again officially worn, this size 
insignia has been in use from the 1930s to 
the present, whether authorized or not.

First worn in 1923, the official 
authorization was withdrawn 10 years 
later, but men wore this insignia 
unofficially as late as 1943. This insignia 
was frequently worn by Armored infantry 
during World War II. 
Armored Force

The second, and the more common 
World War I tank insignia, was officially 
proposed in February 1918, and approved 
in April 1918.

Authorized in December 1917, these 
squadrons were disbanded in 1928. 
Armored Car Squadrons generally 
replaced these units.

The “AC” on the Cavalry insignia was 
established in 1924. Only part of the 1st 
Squadron was activated in the Regular 
Army, and the insignia was rescinded in 
November 1941.

Established by War Department in 
February 1942, it was replaced by the 
current Armor insignia in 1951.

One of many variations worn before the 
Civil War, this particular set of crossed 
sabers is modeled after an item in the 
Smithsonian collection.

Worn from the Civil War until 1896, the 
crossed sabers and regimental number 
were stamped from sheet brass and 
fastened to the cap by wires soldered to the 
insignia.

This front view of a French tank was 
not liked by the Tank Corps members and 
was soon replaced. Worn from December 
1917 until early 1918. 
Tank Corps—1918

An unauthorized but widely worn gold 
embroidered insignia worn by Dragoon 
officers on their forage caps before and 
during the Mexican War. 
Dragoons—1851
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Combat Engineers
Combat engineers are the doers. 

Their mission is to aid friend and 
deny the enemy. They build 
roads, bridges, gun placements, 
and pave the way for advancing 
infantry, armor and artillery 
units.

They harass the enemy with 
strategically placed minefields, 
man-made obstacles, and precise 
destruction of bridge spans. They 
are expert in the use of 
camouflage, hand and power 
tools, explosives and heavy 
equipment. They serve a vital role 
on the Armor Team.

Self-propelled Artillery
Self-propelled artillery is able to 

move with quick armored thrusts, 
displace laterally, and 
concentrate fire in a threatened 
defensive sector. Artillery’s long 
reach is effective in suppressing 
the enemy and obscuring his view 
while tanks are maneuvered into 
position. Computers now plot 
distance and trajectory, while 
cannoneers set range and 
direction. The concentration of 
massive firepower can save both 
manpower and equipment.

Mechanized Infantry
Mechanized infantry plays an 

important role in the operations 
of the combined arms team. It is 
equipped with a broad spectrum 
of weapons ranging from highly 
sophisticated anti-tank weapons 
to rifles. Infantry can engage and 
destroy armored vehicles at short 
ranges, providing a greater 
density of close-range antiarmor 
support.

Infantry troops are fully 
capable of fighting from their 
armored carriers. They can 
suppress enemy infantry with 
their automatic weapons, and the 
heavy and light machine guns 
mounted on their carriers.
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Army Aviation
Attack helicopters and Air 

Cavalry units are an important 
part of the Armor Force and are 
essential in all combat operations. 
The attack helicopter is primarily 
an antiarmor weapon system. 
They provide the commander 
with an aerial striking and 
maneuver capability of 
extraordinary effectiveness, 
especially when used with Armor 
and Armored Cavalry units on 
the ground.

Specially designed observation 
helicopters, aeroscouts, are used 
to identify targets, choose general 
positions and control attack 
helicopter fire. Other helicopters 
are used for logistical support and 
medical evacuations.
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Photo Courtesy of Bell Helicopter Textron.



Armor Worldwide
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3d Armored Division 
(Mechanized) y
Frankfurt /

Sth Infantry Division 
(Mechanized) 
Bad Kreuznach 1st Armored Division 

Ansbach

3d Infantry Division 
(Mechanized) 
Wurzburg

2d Armored 
Cavalry Regiment 
Nuremberg

•Grafenwohr

k'S; J

Armor means opportunity for 
anyone interested in travel and 
broadening their horizons. A wide 
variety of assignment 
possibilities are available in 
Armor. Germany, Hawaii, 
Alaska, and Korea are but a few 
of the areas around the world 
where Armor units are located. 
Exposure to any one of these

2d Armored Division, Fwd 
(3d Brigade) 
Garlstedt

11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment 
Fulda

irg 
i^unich

areas will be highly beneficial 
whether you are career-oriented or 
serving your initial obligation.

However, if you choose the role 
of citizen-soldier in the Army 
Reserve or National Guard, 
Armor units are located 
throughout the United States.

1st Infantry Division, Fwd 
(3d Brigade)(Mechanized) 
Goppingen

■4!
\ fc F Company 
I ? 40th Armor 
f f Berlin

Bremerhaven •..
Hamburg

Units with Armor/Cavalry 
in 

Germany
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The Army National Guard and 
Army Reserve play key roles in 
the total Armor Force mission. 
While the Armor Force comprises 
only four percent of the Army’s

25th Infantry Division 
Schofield Barracks

end strength, it contributes more 
than thirty-three percent of its 
total ground combat power. It is 
significant that one-half of the 
Armor Force is in the Reserve

Component. Additionally all of 
the Armor Training divisions, 
required to train the Armor Force 
upon mobilization, are located in 
the Reserve Component.

Under the total force policy, the 
Army Reserve was given a major 
portion of the National Defense 
effort. This policy was described 
as being the “central feature of 
our national defense” after it was 
announced by the Secretary of 
Defense in 1970. Military 
planners now envision the 
Reserve Forces as an integral part 
of the national defense.

6th Infantry Division (Light) 
Fort Wainwright

The Army National Guard is 
the oldest military force in the 
country,tracing its origin back to 
the Old North, South and East 
Regiments of Massachusetts, 
formed in 1636. The National 
Guard has participated in all US 
wars and conflicts from the 
Revolutionary War to Vietnam 
and is entitled to nearly every one 
of the 167 battle and campaign 
steamers on the Army flag.

The name “National Guard” 
was first applied to a state militia 
in 1824, when New York’s 
Seventh Regiment adopted the 
name in tribute to the Marquis de 
Lafayette’s service to this country 
during the Revolution.

The National Defense Act of 
1916 proved a decisive step in the 
creation of the National Guard by 
providing Federal recognition of 
units and officers. A 
Congressional Act in 1933 created

!

a new component of the Army 
known as the National Guard of 
the United States.

Under the total force policy, the 
Army National Guard is playing 
a much greater role in defense 
operations. The nation recognizes 
it has “in-being” a major 
available and ready force- 
capable of rapid deployment and 
utilization in the event of national 
or international emergencies. The 
Army Guard is demonstrating 
daily the strategic as well as the 
economic importance of a strong, 
well-equipped reserve component.

The Army Reserve was 
organized officially in 1908 when 
Congress established the Army 
Medical Reserve Corps. Congress 
provided, for the first time in 
history, a pool of trained 
personnel in a reserve status.

Although this was the first 
legislative recognition of a reserve 
force, the military volunteer is 
deeply rooted in US history. 
Traditionally, the citizen-soldier 
has answered the call to arms and 
provided a very capable reserve 
force.
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Troop ExperienceCareer Development

TYPICAL DUTYEDUCATION

Joint Assignment

Functional Area Assignment

Nominative Assignment

Project Manager

Brigade/Regimental CommandPre-Command Course (PCC)COL

■ A :S-

LTC Pre-Command Course (PCC)

MAJ

CPT

JOMC, Ranger, IMPOC,1LT

2 LT

3938

component units are offered the 
same military educational oppor- 
tunties as their Active Army 
counterparts.

Armor lieutenants must gain 
their basic branch skills and abil
ity to lead, maneuver, equip, 
train, maintain, and care for sol
diers in their early assignments. 
Lieutenants will gain these skills 
through assignments as platoon 
leader, executive officer, special 
platoon leader (scout, mortar or 
support), and battalion or squad
ron staff officer.

30 
29
28
27
26
25 
24 
23 
22
21
20
19 
18
17
16
15 
14 
13 
12
11
10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

Joint Assignment 
Nominative Assignment 
Functional Area Assignment 
Brigade/Regimental Staff
Battalion/ Squadron X0/S3

Non-Troop Assignment
Functional Area Assignment 
(Functional Area Designated) 
Company/Troop Command 
Battalion/Squadron Staff

All Armor lieutenants attend 
the Armor Officer Basic Course 
(AOBC). The newly commissioned 
lieutenant is taught the funda
mentals of tank gunnery, tactics, 
leadership, and maintenance. 
After completion of the basic 
course, lieutenants may attend 
specfic qualification courses 
based on unit requirements. 
Examples of these are the Junior 
Officer Maintenance Course, 
Scout Platoon Leader Course, 
Mortar Platoon Leader Course, 
Airborne and Ranger School. 
Officers serving with Reserve

Joint Assignment
Nominative Assignment
Functional Area Assignment 
Division/Corps Staff 
Project Manager 
Battalion/Squadron Command

Executive Officer
Special Platoon Leader 
Tank Platoon Leader 
Training Officer

i

Advanced Civil Schooling
Combined Arms Service 
Staff School (CAS3)
Tank/Scout Cdrs Cert 
Crs (as required) 
AOAC (or Equivalent OAC)

Airborne, NBC, ITVTNR
Officer Basic Course

Resident or Non-Resident 
Command and General Staff 
College (CGSC)
Tank/Scout Cdrs Cert 
Crs (as required)

YEARS NORMAL 
OF SVC RANK

Senior Service College 
(SSC)

Senior Service College 
(SSC)
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Enlisted Promotion/Education Eligibility

SCOUT
I WANT YOU

RANK COURSES

22-30

21

20

19

18

17

Sergeant First Class (SFC)16

15

14

13

12

11

10

9 Staff Sergeant (SSG)

8

7

(ANCOC) 12 Weeks6

5 Sergeant (SGT)

4

3

42
43

Master Sergeant (MSG) 
or 

First Sergeant (1SG)

YEARS 
OF SVC

Tank Crewman 
Scout

ASSIGNMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

Primary 
Leadership 
Development 
Course (PLDC) 
4 Weeks

Advanced NCO 
Course

Operations and 
Intelligence 
Course (10 Weeks)

2
1
0

NCO EDUCATIONAL OTHER AVAILABLE 
SYSTEM (NCOES)

Specialist (SPC) 
or

Corporal (CPL) 
Private First Class (PFC) 
Private (PVT)

Tank Gunner 
Scout Squad Ldr

Platoon Sergeant 
Staff Assignment 
Instructor 
Master Gunner 
Drill Sergeant 
Recruiter 
USAR Advisor

Drill Sergeant 
School (9 Weeks)

1SG Course 
(8 Weeks)

Tank Commander 
Scout Section Ldr 
Instructor 
Master Gunner 
Drill Sergeant 
Recruiter

Bn and Higher CSM 
Operation Sergeant 
Company 1SG 
Staff Assignment 
Instructor 
Master Gunner 
USAR Advisor

Master Gunner 
Course (12 Weeks)

Basic NCO 
Course 
(BNCOC) 6 Weeks

Non-Resident 
SGM Academy 
(2 Years) 
USAMA

Resident 
SGM Academy 
(USASMA)
22 Weeks

Enlisted Career Management Field 
(CMF 19)

\

Command Sergeant Major 
(CSM) 

or 
Sergeant Major (SGM)



Skill Level 1 Skill Level 3
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Skill Level 2
Skill Level 4
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Assignments vary for the Ser
geant First Class Armor crewman 
or Cavalryman. They include pla
toon sergeant in a tank company 
or Cavalry troop, assistant opera
tions or intelligence sergeant in a 
tank battalion, Cavalry squadron, 
brigade or division headquarters.

III#

Skill Level 1 is awarded to the 
tanker or scout upon completion 
of Initial Entry Training. Tankers 
will be assigned as tank crewmen 
on M60, Ml or MlAl Abrams Ser
ies tanks. Skill Level 1 scouts 
become scout observers or scout 
drivers in a Cavalry platoon. The 
Skill Level 1 designation is 
retained through the grade of 
Corporal or Specialist.

Corporals and SPC are eligible 
to attend the first level leadership

training, the Primary Leadership 
Development Course. Good Armor 
soldiers are promoted to this level 
in 18-24 months.

Reserve Component soldiers 
receive the same Initial Entry 
Training as their Active Army 
counterparts. Career progression 
closely parallels that of the Active 
Armor tanker or scout.

assigned as instructors in service 
schools. Those who qualify can 
volunteer, or be selected by the 
Department of the Army, for duty 
as drill sergeant. Armor crewmen 
and Cavalry staff sergeants are 
also eligible for recruiting duty.

Promotion to staff sergeant 
usually takes from six to eight 
years of service. Reserve Compo
nent soldiers are provided the 
same military educational oppor
tunities through resident instruc
tion, or USAR schools.

Skill Level 2 is awarded to the 
Armor soldier upon promotion to 
sergeant. Tank sergeants are 
assigned as gunners, drivers and 
often as tank commanders. Scout 
sergeants may become team lead
ers or scout squad leaders. 

;s also include staff

Ms
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assistant in a tank battalion or 
Cavalry squadron.

Sergeants are eligible to attend 
the Basic NCO Course. Armor 
soldiers can expect to be promoted 
to sergeant in 33-36 months.

8

Some other possible duty assign
ments are: service school instruc
tor, recruiting, drill sergeant, and 
Reserve Component advisor. 
Some senior sergeants first class 
are assigned to first sergeant 
duties.
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Skill Level 3 is awarded upon 
promotion to staff sergeant. 
Tankers will become tank com
manders or operations assistants 
in tank battalions. Cavalrymen 
will become either scout section 
leaders or operations/intelligence 
assistants. Senior staff sergeants 
are usually assigned as platoon 
sergeants.

Staff sergeants are eligible to 
attend the Armor Advanced NCO 
Course at Fort Knox, Kentucky. 
Many staff sergeants are
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Epilogue The Armor Song
Dedicated to the Soldiers Chorus

U.S. Army Armor Center, Fort Knox, Kentucky.
Words and music by Maj. H.W. Arberg, US AR.
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The preceding pages have 
presented a brief overview of the 
formation and role of Armor. 
Armor will continue to be the 
decisive factor on the battlefield, 
and will demand individuals who 
are motivated by dedication, 
desire and strength to carry on 
the established tradition.
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