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OTHER INTERESTING FACTS
Pure gold is 24 carat gold (24K) and is one of the softest of all metals
Most of the world’s gold is used as a standard for monetary purposes.
Bullion is defined as gold bars called ingots and may also apply to gold dust or nuggets.
The melting point of gold is 1,063 or 1,945T with a boiling point of 2,966°C or 5,371 °F.
1792 The first United States Mint was founded and located in Philadelphia which was then the Nation’s capitol.
1873 All minting and assay functions were united under the ’newly established Bureau of Mint in The Department of The Treasury 

at Washington, D.C.
1933 Last of the gold coins minted in the United States.
1935 Construction started on the United States Bulbon Depository’, Fort Knox, Kentucky.
1936 Construction completed in December at a cost of $560,000.
1937 First gold moved to the Depository by railroad in January .

Completion of the series of gold shipments in June of the same year.
R. J. Vanhorne, an official with the United States Mint at San Francisco appointed first head of the Depository.

1941 Priceless historical documents were brought to the Depository for safe-keeping where they remained until the end of World 
War II. They were, The Constitution of The United States, The Declaration of Independence, Three Volume.s of The Gut
tenberg Bible, Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address, Articles of Confederation, and 
The Magna Charta which was wrested from King John of Runnymeade in the Thirteenth Century which had been sent from
London to Washington, D.C. thence to Fort Knox.

1943 President Franklin D. Roosevelt inspected the Bullion Depository on April 28th. His visit was the one and only previous time 
a gold vault was opened for inspection for anyone other than authorized personnel.

1974 Seven members of Congress and over 100 representatives of the news media from around the world gathered at Fort Knox 
on September 23rd, for an inspection of the gold vault. For the first time, photographs were allowed to be taken inside the 
gold vault and of the actual compartments containing the preciou.s metal.

THE UNITED STATES BULLION DEPOSITORY
FORT KNOX, KENTUCKY

Since the start of operations in 1937, The United States Bullion Depository, Fort Knox, Kentucky, Has with the concentration of 
the commodity most regard as having great value and goodness been the subject of sources of myths and infinite fanciful whimsy .
The Fort Knox Bullion Depository is one of the institutions under the supervision of the Director of the Mint, an Official of the 
United States Treasury. A large portion of the monetary gold stocks of the The United States are stored in the Depository vault, 
the balance being held in the Philadelphia and Denver Mints and the New York and San Francisco Assay Offices.
Principal materials used in construction were 16,500 cubic feet of granite, 4,200 cubic yards of concrete, 750 tons of reinforcing 
steel and 670 tons of structural steel. The exterior dimensions of the two-story basement and attic building are 105 by 121 feet, its 
height is 42 feet.
Within the building is a two-level steel and concrete vault, divided into compartments. The vault door weighs nearly thirty tons. 
No one person is entrusted with the combination. Various members of the Depository staff must dial separate combinations known 
only to them. The vault casing is constructed of steel plates, steel I-beams and steel cylinders laced with hoop bands and encased 
in concrete. The vault roof is of similar construction and is independent of the Depository' roof.
Between the corridor encircling the vault and the outer wall of the building is a space utilized for storerooms and offices. In the 
basement is a pistol range for the guards. The Depository is also equipped with its own emergency power plant, water system and 
other facilities.
Over the marble entrance at the front of the building is the inscription “United States Depository’’ with the golden seal of the 
Treasury Department. Offices of the Officer-In-Charge and the Captain of the Guard open upon the entrance lobby. At the rear 
of the building is another entrance for the reception of bullion and supplies.
At each outside corner of the structure, but connected with it, are four guard boxes. Sentry boxes, similar to the guard boxes are 
located at the entrance gate. A driveway encircles the building and a steel fence marks the boundaries of the site. The building is 
equipped with the latest and most modern security and protective devices. Although the Depository is not pan of Fort Knox, the 
Post provides additional protection.
The gold in the Depository is in the form of standard mint bars of almost pure gold or coin gold bars resulting from the melting 
of gold coin. The bars are somewhat smaller than an ordinary building brick. The approximate dimensions are 7 x 3-5/8 x IVi in
ches. The fine gold bars contain approximately 400 troy ounces of gold. The avoirdupois weight is about 27 V: pounds. They are 
stored without wrapping in the vault compartments. When they are handled, great care is exercised to avoid abrasion of the soft 
metal.
NOTE: For those desiring a tour of the Depository, No visitors are permitted. This policy was aefopted when the Depository 
established, and is rigidly enforced.
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US ARMY ARMOR CENTER
FORT KNOX, KENTUCKY

MISSION

THE ARMOR CENTER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR TRAIN
ING OFFICERS AND ENLISTED PERSONNEL FOR 
MOUNTED WARFARE, DEVELOPMENT OF WEAPONS 
AND EQUIPMENT TO BE USED BY ARMOR SOLDIERS, 
AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DOCTRINE AND TAC
TICS TO ENSURE THE MOST EFFECTIVE UTILIZA
TION OF THESE SOLDIERS AND THEIR WEAPONRY 
ON THE MODERN BATTLEFIELD.



THE HISTORY OF FORT KNOX AND ARMOR
Fort Knox — the Home of Armor — has served as a US Army Military reserva

tion since 1918; and during this time, it has played an integral part in the training 
of active duty and reserve members of the Army.

The history of Fort Knox involves not only the reservation, but also the sur
rounding area. As early as 1862, the 6th Michigan Infantry constructed fortifica
tions and bridges north of the present reservation boundaries and during the 
Civil War, Union and Confederate forces were active in the area. Both General 
William T. Sherman and General Don Carlos Buell and their troops occupied 
the hills near the Ohio River, and in 1862, General John H. Morgan, leading the 
2d Kentucky Cavalry, raided the area and captured Federal troops.

In 1903, large scale Army maneuvers were held near Stithton, Kentucky, 
which was located in and around what is now the traffic circle on post. At that 
time. Congress was considering the area as a site for a military installation, but 
it was not until the United States became involved in World War I that 10,000 
acres were leased in January 1918. Prior to this, the US Army had a small field 
artillery corps and no training areas. During WW I four artillery training centers 
were established, including one at Stithton. The new artillery cantonment was 
named Camp Henry Knox (shortened to Camp Knox) in honor of MG Henry 
Knox, the Revolutionary War Chief of Artillery.

On 25 June 1918, $1.6 million was allocated to purchase 40,000 acres; and 
in July, construction began on the camp facilities. However, the signing of 
the Armistice, and reduction of the Army during 1921-22, curtailed construction 
activities. The camp was then closed as a permanent installation, and from 
1922-32, it was used primarily as a training center for the Fifth Corps area, 
reserve officers. Citizens Military Training Camps (CMTC) and national guards
men. In 1925, it was designated as Camp Henry Knox National Forest, but 
this status was terminated in 1928 and two infantry companies were then as
signed to the camp.

Fort Knox has been most closely identified with Armor and the Armored 
Force. The United States established a Tank Corps in 1918 to accompany the 
American Expeditionary Forces to Europe and used tanks as the spearhead 
element in the engagements in which they participated. However, their inherent 
force and capabilities were diluted by being employed in long, thin, scattered 
lines. In 1920, the Tank Corps was abolished as a separate branch and all 
armored vehicles were assigned to the Infantry.

After WW I, the British continued to employ mechanized forces and this 
was the impetus for the US Army to mechanize and develop its Armored con
cept. In 1929, the War Department decided to organize a mechanized force 
and funds were appropriated to implement mechanization. ETC Adna R. 
Chaffee was directed to develop the armored concept and to conduct the initial 
maneuvers. The Armored Force was organized as an experimental force, but 
with the idea of it becoming an integral part of the Army. The War Department 
centralized the mechanization into the two combat arms they thought could 
best exploit Armor’s capabilities — Infantry and Cavalry — and gave Cavalry 
the specific mission of developing the mechanized force. Both branches used



During this period, Congress designated the installation as a permanent 
garrison on 1 January 1932. Later, the Treasury Department selected a portion 
of Fort Knox as the site for the gold depository; and in 1936, the US Bullion 
Depository was completed and the first gold shipments arrived at Fort Knox 
between January and June 1937. The building and adjacent grounds are now 
under the control of the Director of the Mint.

The Third Army held mechanized maneuvers in Georgia and Louisiana in 
1940 in what has become known as the “Louisiana Maneuvers.” This was the 
first real test and evaluation of the mechanized force. However, it was apparent 
that the traditional Cavalry and Infantry tactics were used and the special 
capabilities of the armored vehicles were not being utilized. Following these 
maneuvers, a meeting, which included General Chaffee and Colonel George S. 
Patton, Jr., was held. They decided that the unified development of armored 
units must be initiated, separated from Cavalry and Infantry, and their use 
perfected. The German blitzkrieg of Poland and France led to new thoughts 
on the uses of Armor and provided additional impetus for the formation of 
armored units.

The first commander of the Armored Force was Colonel Daniel Van Voorhis; 
and Fort Eustis, Virginia was selected as the site for the experimental force. 
However, as Colonel Van Voorhis and General Chaffee discovered, the area 
lacked the necessary maneuver terrain. They both felt the size and varied terrain 
of Camp Knox was more suitable for organizing and training the “Mechanized 
Cavalry Brigade.” In November 1931, the first elements of the Armored Force 
began moving into Camp Knox and it was here that the new vehicles and 
concepts were tested.

the tank as an additional weapon; but Cavalry substituted the machine for the 
horse and utilized it in what had been Cavalry’s traditional missions: recon
naissance, pursuit, envelopment and exploitation.

In July 1940, the Armored Force was created with the Headquarters, I 
Armored Corps; 1st Armored Division; Armored Force Board and a compara
tively small Armored Force School centered at Fort Knox. The School and 
Armored Force Replacement Training Center were officially authorized on 
1 October 1940 and their functions were initially combined. Shortly afterwards, 
on 25 October 1940, they were redesignated as separate units. The School 
trained men in both military fundamentals and specialized areas such as Armor 
tactics, communications and gunnery. It expanded rapidly as WW II and the 
need for Armor grew. The School opened with a cadre of 155 officers and 1,458 
enlisted men; by May 1943, there were over 700 officers and 3,500 enlisted men. 
The School itself utilized over 500 buildings of the installation. In addition, to 
increase the number of graduates, classes were started on a weekly basis rather 
than quarterly. At its peak, the School operated on two daily shifts in order to 
accommodate the requirements for qualified Armor personnel. During this 
time, construction activities rapidly expanded the post. In 1940, there were 864 
buildings on post; but by 1943, there were 3,820 — a rate of 160 buildings a 
month. By 1943, the total acreage had increased to 106,861 square acres.
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Since then, Fort Knox has remained as the site for the Armor Center.

The mission of the Armor Center is to train officers and enlisted soldiers 
for mounted combat, to develop weapons and tactics for their use and to estab
lish doctrine for the Armor force.

The Armor Center is a subordinate command of the Training and Doctrine 
Command (TRADOC). It is the largest of all TRADOC installations in popula
tion, operating budget and missions.

One of the most important functions of the Armor Center is training the 
individual soldier. Initial entry soldiers in training at Fort Knox today are 
young and usually arrive in poor condition. Most come from urban areas and 
are away from home for the first time. The majority of them are single and 
unskilled. At the Armor Center they begin the conversion from civilian to 
soldier. They learn discipline, esprit, and certain combat skills. They are 
prepared physically and mentally for assignment to units throughout the world. 

The 1st Training Brigade is one of two brigades that conduct initial entry 
training. The 1st Brigade is the Army’s only Armor/Cavalry training unit. It 
trains all armor and cavalry crewmen for the Armor force worldwide. It also 
trains about 500 marines under a joint defense agreement.

Armor crew training emphasizes hands on work. Crewmen now get five 
times more driving than they did before January 1977. Gunners and loaders get 
nearly three times more practice in their jobs. Innovative techniques such as 
sub-calibre and laser firing enhance hands-on-training. Turret trainers and 
driver simulators supplement actual tank use to reduce costs.

The 4th Training Brigade offers basic training to individuals who volun
teer for other specialities. They take advanced individual training else
where. In addition, 4th Brigade, with the II ROTC Region, conducts the 
Army's only ROTC Basic Camp, which prepares about 1,000 college stu
dents for ultimate commissioning.

Also the Armor Center is responsible for other institutionalized training for 
both active and reserve soldiers. That training includes officer, noncommissioned 
officer and enlisted programs. The Armor Officer Advanced Course prepares 
officers for company command.

Enlisted courses include master gunner, turret mechanic, and tracked ve
hicle mechanic. In the Armor Officer Basic Course a hands-on-approach is 
used to develop the officers’ skill as an Armor or cavalry crewman. To do this 
the officer performs all crew duties to include maintenance, driving and firing. 
Only when these skills are fully developed does he take part in tactical exercises. 
Crew training and tactical experience round out the lieutenant’s ability to train 
his platoon and lead it in combat.

Today, Fort Knox is a post of 109,049 acres (170.4 square miles) with a 
daytime population of over 37,000 military and civilians. The installation 
services over 130,000 persons to include active Army personnel and retirees 
and their dependents and reserve personnel. It is considered to be the sixth 
largest community in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.



THE SYMBOL OF ARMOR
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The familiar tri-colored, triangular patch with superimposed symbols has 
a special significance for the student of heraldry, the historian and the pro
ponents of the combined arms doctrine.

When the Tank Corps was established, Colonel Samuel D. Rockenbach 
directed that a coat of arms be created for this new force on the battlefield. 
It followed old armorial methods and had a shield (silver) bearing a charge 
(the tri-colored triangle) and a crest (the dragon in silver). The dragon had 
been die charge on the coat of arms for the 1st Cavalry and represented the 
beginning of mounted combat — the Cavalry — while the triangle which is a 
heraldic element of design known as a pile (the head of a spear) represented 
the use of tanks as a spearhead element in the battlefield. The colors of the 
coat of arms — blue for Infantry, red for Artillery and yellow for Cavalry — 
represent the union of three separate combat arms whose integrity has been 
preserved, but who are linked to the traditions of the mounted soldier. This 
original coat of arms of the Tank Corps is now at the Patton Museum of 
Cavalry and Armor at Fort Knox.

The 7th Cavalry Brigade (Mechanized) contributed the figures representative 
of Armor’s capabilities. This brigade, formed out of the 1st Cavalry, 13th Cavalry 
and 68th Field Artillery, was organized in 1933 for training in mechanized 
warfare at Fort Knox. The brigade patch used three figures to represent the 
new fighting concept being developed and consisted of a superimposed tank 
track, gun and lightning bolt on a yellow, oval background. The three figures 
convey the fighting characteristics of Armor. The tank track reflects the mobility 
and Armor protection; the gun, its firepower; and the lightning bolt, its shock 
effect. These three characteristics — mobility, firepower and shock effect — 
constitute the striking power of Armor and are the basis for its success on the 
battlefield.

After the formation of the Armored Force in 1940, the triangle of the Tank 
Corps and the figures of the 7th Cavalry Brigade (Mechanized) patch were 
combined and gave the Armored Force a patch of historic significance that 
linked its origin with the present. The function of the shield that once bore 
the Tank Corps charge was now taken over by the charge itself and the triangle 
became the field for the figures which characterized the Armored Force.

This patch was officially designated in November 1940 by the War Depart
ment and represents the stages of development not only of Armor, but also the 
use of combined arms.



4-2717
4-2163

0800-Dusk

4-4033
 942-0841«

942-0161

942-0164

942-8781

942-0365 4-1232

0700-1630

942-0166

942-8559

4-11410730-1630 942-1244

4-5818

4-8525

4-3561
CREDIT UNION, MAIN BRANCH

Mon thru Fri 4-1528
NOTE; In cose number you need is not listed above, diol on-post information (13) P1-8256-0-Amiy-Knox-Aug 91-5C

0800-1630 
0900-1500

0800-18001000-1700 1100-1700

0900-1700 0900-1800 0900-1700

0830-1730 0830-1300

1230-1730 0845-2200 0600-2200

4-3138 4-3943

1100-21001100-2300 0900-2200 0900-2100

1100-21000900-2100
1300-1500 1800-20001300-2000
1100-21000900-2100

942-8067942-8383

942-3406 4-3812

4-15274-1528

1100-20000800-1500

0900-14001400-1630 0800-1400

1000-1700 0900-1700 0900-1600

1100-2000
1000-2000

0900-1900 
1000-19001000-20001000-20000900-1600

1130-1530 
1530-1930

1100-2100
1200-2100

0830-1700 0830-1200

942-8067 
942-0073

4-9273 
4-1315

942-9554 
942-0459

---------4-2166 942-8097 0900-1800 0900-1700 0900-1300

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES 
Service Station, Bullion Blvd 
Mon thru Fri  
Sat  
Sun  
Service Station, Chaffee Ave 
Mon thru Fri  
Sat  
Service Station, Wilson Rd 
Mon thru Fri

 942-0254 
0830-1530

Mon thru Fri
NCO CLUB 
OFFICERS MESS 

Executive Dining Room
Tankers Lounge
Fiddlers Green Snackbar 

PATTON MUSEUM______
Mon thro Fri  0900-1630
Sat, Sun, Hol  1000-1630 

POST EXCHANGE (MAIN BLDG)  942-0278
1000-1800
1000-1700
1200-1700
1000-1900

Mon thru Fri
Sat
Sun 
End of Mo Payday

POST LOCATOR
Mon thro Fri

POST OFFICE 
Mon thru Fri
Sat

THEATERS
Long ------------------------
O'Brien 
Olive
Waybur  

THRIFT SHOP 
Wed, Thu
Fri  

WEATHER FORECASTER 
WESTERN UNION_____

Mon thro Fri
Sat
Sun  

WICKAM GUEST HOUSE 
Open 24 hours 

WRECKER SERVICE

0930-1730
BANK, FORT KNOX NATIONAL,

MAIN OFFICE
Mon thru Fri (Lobby) 

(Walk-up Window) 
(Drive-up Window) 

BARBER SHOP
Main PX
Mon 
Toe thru Fri
Sat 
NCO Club
Yeomans Hall (Officer) 
Mon thru Fri
Sat ---------------------------

BEVERAGE BRANCH
Mon thru Thu
Fri and Sat

BOH 

GOLF COURSES
Anderson  
Mon thro Thu  
Fri  
Sat  
Son  
Lindsey
Toe thru Son  
Closed Mon unless Holiday 

GYMS
Gammon Field House  
Mon thro Fri  
Sat and Sun  
Pool
Mon thru Fri

 942-0822 
_________  942-0275 
_________  942-7999 
___________  4-6832 
_________  942-8019 
1300-2100 
1030-1600

Sat and Sun 
Otto
Mon thru Fri 
Sat and Sun 
Smiths 
Mon thru Fri 1100-2100 
Sat and Sun  0900-2100 
Reservations for Racquetball must be 

made 24 hours in advance.
LAUNDRY/DRY CLEANING

Mon thru Fri
Sat

LIBRARY, MAIN BRANCH 
Mon thru Fri
Sat and Sun  

MILITARY TAXI

 942-8370
1000-1800
1000-1700

24 hrs, 7 days a week 
BUS STATION, GREYHOUND 

Sun  
Mon and Tue  
Wed thru Sat  
Times subject to change 

CAB  
CAR WASH  

Mon thru Thu  
Fri  
Sat  
Closed 1300-1330 for lunch 

CLOTHING SALES STORE  
Mon-Wed-Fri  
Tue-Thu  

COMMISSARY  
Mon-Closed 
Tue  
Wed  
Thu  
Fri  
Sat 

AIRLINES, FORT KNOX TRAVEL AGENCY _ 942-0269 
Mon thru Fri  0800-2000 
Sat  0900-1700

AMERICAN RED CROSS  
Mon thru Fri  
Sat 
After duty, beeper system . 

ARMY COMMUNITY SERVICES 
Mon thru Fri  0745-1730
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