


History of the 24th Infantry Division (Mechanized)

Hhen the 1ike1ihood of war with Japan increased during the midd1e of
1941, the Har Department 1ooked for a way to strengthen the weak defenses
in the Pacific. At that time there was only one full strength Division
in the entire Army, the 24th Infantry Division. ”The Hawaiian Division"
had been formed in 1921 as an artiiiery heavy Division and had the mission
of protecting the territory of Hawaii. To strengthen the defense of the
region and to provide a base for expansion, the "Hawaiian Division“ was
split to form two Divisions, the 24th Infantry Division (which kept the
01d shoulder sleeve insignia - the Green Taro Leaf) and the 25th Infantry
Division (which altered it and took the name "Tropic Lightning“ after the
gold lightning bolt across the red Taro Leaf of its new insignia).

Both Divisions were reorganized and formally activated on 10 Oct 1941,
and received their baptisms of fire 68 days later during the Japanese
attack on Schofield Barracks, Oahu, 7 Dec 1941. During that infamous
day, soldiers of the 24th Infantry Division shot down five Japanese
planes at the cost of eight killed.

From December I941 to May 1943, the 24th Infantry Division underwent
intensive jungle training on the main Island of Oahu. In May 1943 the
Division was transferred to Camp Caves, Australia for further jungle
training. Many of the soldiers of the 24th Infantry Division must have
thought they would spend the remainder of the war training; however, in
January 1944 the Division moved to Goodenough Island in preparation for
the landings at Tanahmerah Bay on the north coast of New Guinea. The
landings on 22 April 1944 signaled the start of the Hollandia Operation
which ended 6 June 1944 with the capture of crucial Japanese airfields.
During these same months, the 34th Infantry Regiment was detached to
participate in the seizure of Biak Island off the north-central coast
of New Guinea.

No sooner had these operations been completed than the Division
began planning for the retaking of the Philippines. 0n 20 October 1944
Soldiers of the 24th Infantry Division were among the first United States
soldiers to set foot once again on the Philippine Islands. The landing
on Red Beach, Leyte was probably the most hazardous operation ever under-
taken by the 24th Division. For days they were protected by only the
lightest of naval forces, and if the naval battle in Leyte Gulf had gone
against the US naval forces, the 24th Infantry Division would have been
trapped between major Japanese land and naval forces. The fighting on
Leyte, proved to be some of the most bitter the Division ever experienced.



By December 1944 Leyte was secured. The 24th Infantry Division
expanded its operations to Mindoro, Marindugue and to Luzon in January
1945 with the 34th Infantry participating 1n the seizure of Corregidor
in March. The 19th and let Infantry prepared for and landed on Mindanao
in April 1945. Mop—up operations continued uniii, and in some cases
beyond, the Japanese surrender on 18 August 1945.

The harsh terrain and the savagery of the combat are difficuit to
imagine. Jan Vaitin's CHILDREN 0F YESTERDAY provides an eye-witness
account of both the hardship and the heroism involved. Three Taromen
won Medals of Honor, fifteen others won the Distinguished Service Cross,
and numerous others distinguished themselves. It was during the Leyte
peration that the Division received the nickname ”Victory Division"
From the Philippinos, who called out to the Division members “Victory,
Victory" as they passed by. it also reinforced the slogan ”First t0
Fight.“ since the Division had been among the first ground forces
involved at Pearl Harbor and among the first to land in the Philippines.

In October 1945 the 24th Infantry Division began its occupation
duties at Kyushu Island, Japan, as part of I Corps, 8th Army. The
hulk of the combat veterans were soon returned to the United States and
the Division largely consisted of green replacements when it was once
again called to combat with the outbreak of the Korean war.

with North Korean forces pouring down the Korean Peninsula, an emergency
forte of 406 men from the 21st Infantry Regiment and 134 men from the 52d
Field Artillery Battalion were sent to delay the North Korean forces so
that the bulk of the 24th Irfantry Division and other US forces could
land at ?usan. That 540 man force, known as Task Force Smith, was hampered
by a sanicked civilian population and a ROK Army in disarray. Although
they lacked supplies as well as combat experience, LTC (later BG) Charles B.
Smith's force accomplished its mission, but only at a great cost in
men and materiel. The 34th Infantry Regiment, committed on 2 July 1950,
Was to suffer proportionately, losing 2,000 men and large amounts of
equipment holding back greatly superior NKA forces. Ry the end of August
the effective strength of the 34th Infantry had been reduced to 184 men.
It was returned to Japan for reconstitution and was replaced by the 5th
Regimental Combat Team. Contrary to widespread belief, the 34th Infantry
Regiment did not lose its colors, nor did any other 24th Infantry Division
unit.

It was not until 16 September 1950 that the 24th Infantry Division
and other US forces were able to break out of the Pusan perimeter and
assume the offensive. Their efforts were to take them across the 38th
parallel by 9 October and to within 17 miles of the Yalu River, the border
between North Korea and China. The subsequent “Chinese Volunteer Forces“
offensive forced them south again, but by 1 April I951 they were again
across the 38th parallel. On l6 January 1952 the 24th Infantry Division
returned to Japan and then on 18 July 1953 returned to Korea to guard
the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). In December 1957, the Victory Division
was again returned to Japan and deactivated.

During its Korean operations, the 24th Infantry Division performed with
great distinction. It earned not only the conuendation of General McArthur,
but the United States and Republic of Korea Presidential Unit Citations.
Divisional personnel won nine Medals of Honor, 104 Distinguished Service
Crosses, 942 Silver Stars and 1277 Bronze Stars. MG Dean, the commander
at the start of the Korean war, was not only a Medal of Honor winner for
his heroic action at Taejon but became a national hero for his steadfastness
as a Korean POW.

On 1 July 1958, the 24th Infantry Division was reorganized and reacti-
vated in Bavaria, FRG by assimilating personnel from the deactivated
11th Airborne Division. The 24th Infantry Division established two
headquarters: one at Augsburg and the other at Munich. It was initially
organized into five brigade sized battle groups which included such units
new to the Division as the 2d, 46th and 28th Infantry Regiments, the Ist
Armored Reconaissance Battalion, and the 32d and 70th Armored Regiments.
It was also equipped with M48 tanks, armored personnel carriers, M14
rifles and self-propelled and rocket artillery. The 24th Infantry Division
was the first composite division in the US Arn‘y and was organized under
the new "pentamic" system with the 19th, let and 34th Infantries comprising
the first three battle groups and the 187th and 503d Infantries comprising
the two airborne battle groups.

Two weeks after the reactivation in Germany, the 187th Airborne Infantry
and support elements left Bavaria as Task Force 201. They were enroute to
Lebanon to participate in the US intervention there between July and
October 1958. The operation was known as "BLUEBAT“, and the 187th took
the operational name of 24th Airborne Brigade during this action.

In late 1958 and early 1959, the two airborne battle groups were
replaced by two infantry battle groups organized around the 2d and 28th
Infantry Regiments. In November 1961 the lst Battalion, 19th Infantry moved
to Berlin as part of the Berlin Brigade's reinforcement after the erection
of the Berlin Hall.

Units of the 24th Infantry Division were alerted in 1963 for United
Nations service in the Belgian Congo (now Zaire) during that country's
civil war. Although alerted, the 24th Infantry Division was not sent
and was returned to training and guard missions.

In September 1968 the Division moved to Ft Riley, Kansas for its
first state-side tour since its initial activation. It remained there
until 15 April 1970 when it was deactivated. Division personnel became
replacements for the 1st Infantry Division which had just returned from
Vietnam.



The 24th Infantry Division remained inactive between 1970 and 1975.

0n 14 June 1975 the First Brigade was activated at Ft Stewart, GA with

three infantry battaIions and one artiIlery battaIion, a DIVARTY and a

DISCOM headquarters and DivisionaI staff. This was fo11owed by reactivation

of HHC, 24th Infantry Division p1us three subordinate headquarters, six

battalions and four companies on 21 September 1975. The 48th Brigade

GAARNG became the round~out third brigade of the Division on 1 December

1975, and the 2d Brigade was activated on 17 June 1977. Other maneuver

and support units have been added over time, the most recent being the

124th Military Inteiiigence Battaiion (CEHI). 0n 1 October 1980 the

Division became the heavy Division of the Rapid Depioyment Force (RDF).

The 24th Infantry Division has undertaken intensive combat readiness

training including REFORGER training in Germany, combined arms training

at Eglin Air Force Base, and desert training at Ft Irwin, CA and Egypt.

The 24th Infantry Division also provides training support to many reserve

and national guard units. The Division has received many items of new

equipment such as the M60A3 tank, the M901 Improved TOW Vehicle, the

UH—60 Blackhawk, and new models of the 155mm and 8 inch self—prepelled

howitzers. Many other new equipment transitions will occur in the near

futurei

The 24th Infantry Division is proud of its heritage and continues to

live up to its proud traditions by maintaining a constant state of combat

readiness. The Victory Division remains ready to serve the nation wherever

the need may arise.
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