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APPENDIX I 

LIGHT ATTACK BATTALION 

1. PURPOSE. To provide the operational concept for the Light Attack 
Battalions (LAB) in 9th Infantry Division (Motorized). 
2. LIMITATIONS. 

a. The LAB has no dismounted capability. 

b. The LAB is dependent on: 

(1) Appropriate Division or Corps elements for legal, finance, 
personnel, and administrative services. 

(2) Supporting artillery battalion for fire support coordination and 
fire support team (FIST). 

(3) US Air Force Tactical Air Control Party for directing tactical air support. 
(4) Supporting air defense artillery battalion for short range air 

defense. 

3. MISSION. To conduct highly mobile combat operations throughout the AirLand Battlefield and destroy enemy forces through attacks by fire. 

4. ORGANIZATIONAL DESIGN. 

a. The Light Attack Battalion (LAB) consists of a Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company (HHC), three Light Attack Companies (LAC), and a Combat 
Support Company (CSC). There are two LAB in 9ID (MTZ). 

b. The outline organization of a LAB is shown below: 
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Figure 1 Light Attack Battalion 
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c. Headquarters and Headquarters Company (HHC). The HHC includes the 
battalion commander and his staff, which provide command and control for the 
battalion, the communications platoon, and combat service support elements (Maintenance, Medical and Support platoons). 

d. Light Attack Companies (LAC). The three LAC are composed of a HQ 
section and three platoons each of three squads. Each squad has two Fast 
Attack Vehicles (FAV), one mounting a TOW and the other mounting a MK-19 40mm 
Grenade Machine Gun. 

e. Combat Support Company (CSC). The CSC consists of a company HQ and the combat support elements of the battalion (Scout, Heavy Mortar and 
Anti-Armor platoons). 

5. OPERATIONAL CONCEPT. 

a. General. The LAB is organized to be capable of rapid deployment to 
worldwide contingency areas or to NATO. The expected threat which the LAB may 
fight could vary from irregular paramilitary, light infantry to tank/motorized 
forces. The LAB employs organic direct and indirect antipersonnel weapons to 
fight infantry and both direct and indirect armor defeating weapons. The 
battalion's organic vehicles (in particular the Fast Attack Vehicle - FAV) 
provide the required enhanced mobility to rapidly project ground maneuver 
forces on the airland battlefield. All tactical movements, regardless of the 
type of operation, will rely on the speed and mobility of the FAV, careful 
selection of routes, use of smoke and terrain masking to minimize exposure to 
threat weapons, and extensive combat operations at night or during periods of 
limited visibility. Tactical mobility of the LAB is enhanced by the 
capability to be rapidly repositioned over obstacles and extended distances 
using aircraft organic to the Division. 

b. Offensive Missions. 

(1) The LAB may be utilized to perform any one or a series of the 
following offensive missions: 

(a) As part of the covering force and advance guard in the 
movement to contact. 

(b) As part of a larger force to conduct exploitation, pursuit, 
and envelopment. 

(c) As an attacking force against the flank and rear of threat forces. 
(d) As a Deep Attack force in operations against threat 

logistical and communication sites. 

(e) As the division reserve. 

(f) As part of the assault or link-up force in air assault 
operations. 

B--I-2 



(2) Conduct of the Offense. 

(a) The LAB conducts offensive operations in support of 
offensive or defensive operations of a larger force. Offensive operations 
conducted by the LAB are characterized by violent, rapid and agile mounted 
attacks. Elements of the LAB infiltrate, air assault, or break into enemy 
rear area to conduct spoiling attacks. Capitalizing on the superior mobility 
and firepower of the FAVs, the LAB attacks rear area installations,interdicts 
Lines of Communication (LOC) and delays or destroys enemy reinforcements. 
This can be accomplished by company or platoon size elements moving on 
multiple routes of advance during periods of limited visibility such as night, 
under smoke, or during inclement weather. These deep operations will be 
characterized by small unit hit and run and ambush tactics. For raids against larger targets, the elements of the LAB can rapidly assemble and operate from 
forward bases. Long range communications are provided to maintain C links 
with the widely dispersed elements of the LAB as well as with higher headquarters. Continuous coordination and communications with Air Force 
supporting elements ensures a coordinated attack of targets in the deep 
battlefield. The LAB's high mobility and the capability of delivering intense 
firepower for limited periods of time, coupled with its lack of armor 
protection, cause it to generate the greatest combat leverage when it is 
committed to raids on logistics, command and control or fire support assets in 
the enemy's rear area. 

(b) When subordinate to a committed maneuver brigade as part of 
a deliberate attack, FAV-equipped units may conduct an attack from the flank 
or rear; a supporting attack; or in conjunction with other divisional combat 
units, attack on a separate axis to harass or turn the flank thus forcing the 
enemy to fight in many directions at one time, dissipating his combat power. 

(c) The LAB may be cross attached with Combined Arms Battalions 
(light or heavy) and employed in more conventional attacks. In this instance, 
the light attack units would support by fire the infantry assault, then using 
maneuver techniques, advance from covered position to covered position under the overwatch of other light attack elements or Improved TOW Vehicles (ITV). 
When enemy anti-armor weapons have been suppressed or destroyed, the light 
attack units would bound forward and join the infantry in the consolidation 
and preparation for a counterattack. 

c. Defensive Missions: 

(1) The LAB may be utilized to perform any one or a series of the 
following missions in support of defensive operations: 

(a) As part of the division covering force. 

(b) As part of the brigade security force. 

(c) Division or brigade reserve/counterattack force. 

(d) RACO. 

(e) Delay and withdrawal operations. 
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(f) Base security. 

(g) LOC and convoy security. 

(2) Conduct of the Defense. 

(a) Light Attack units normally participate in defensive 
operations as part of a larger force. Since the Light Attack units do not 
have a dismount capability, the primary role in defensive operations is the 
employment of mobile counterattack against the rear and flanks of the threat 
1st echelon forces. Attacking from either vehicle defilade positions or 
mobile ambush sites, light attack units seize the initiative through superior 
speed, mobility and firepower. 

(b) Light Attack units may support defensive operations by 
conducting delay or economy-of-force missions. In these instances maximum use of the standoff capability of the TOW and MK-19 40mm machine gun is made to 
engage targets at long range and to avoid close assault by the enemy. 

(c) During defensive operations, light attack units may conduct 
spoiling attacks deep into the enemy's rear area of operations. Deep attack 
operations in the enemy's rear will force the enemy to fight on multiple 
fronts thereby degrading the front line success of the 1st echelon enemy 
forces. 

(d) In all defensive operations, speed, mobility and firepower 
are used to advantage by rapidly shifting firing positions, thus preventing 
the enemy from placing effective direct or indirect fires on light attack 
units. 

(e) Light Attack elements may be used to increase the depth of 
a ground holding unit's defense. 

d. NBC. The LAB seeks to avoid areas of contamination. However, it has 
a chemical officer and a staff chemical NCO whose mission is to provide advice 
on NBC defense measures and the employment of attached NBC assets and to 
assist the S-3 on operational matters. The LAB has decontamination apparatus 
and an NBC operations specialist which allows it to perform partial equipment 
decontamination and personnel decontamination. In addition, each company has 
a chemical NCO who provides the commander with expertise in NBC defense and 
who plans, supervises, and conducts unit-level decontamination, local NBC 
monitoring and survey. 

e. MOUT. When the 9ID(MTZ) is committed in MOUT, the LAB is normally 
used to seal off the enemy's avenues of retreat/reinforcement, in the security 
role on avenues of approach, control LOC's into the city, or in deep attack 
operations against the enemy's rear. In this manner of employment, the LAB 
capitalizes on its mobility and long range firepower and optimizes its combat 
effectiveness. Although considerably more vulnerable in the built-up area, 
the LAB elements may be cross attached with motorized/assault gun units and 
employed on the edge of the built-up area in mutually supporting positions 
with covered and concealed routes of withdrawal. 
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f. RACO. Threat capability to destroy or disrupt command and control 
centers, communications networks, supply installations, airfields, and nuclear 
sites in friendly rear areas is significant, especially in NATO. To defend 
against this threat, commanders must designate mobile forces to defeat enemy 
airborne and air assaults. The flexibility of FAV equipped units makes them 
ideal elements to employ in rear area combat operations,especially to defeat 
enemy airborne or air assault forces before they can consolidate. In 
combination with motorized infantry and assault gun units, LAB elements 
provide the suppressive overwatch fires and speed needed to complement 
infantry maneuver forces. Its high cross country mobility gives the LAB a 
unique capability to disperse throughout a rear area, manning OPs and blocking 
positions, patrolling and securing LOC's and from.this dispersed posture, to 
assemble rapidly to counter a significant rear area threat. The lack of a 
dismounted capability makes the LAB poorly suited for local security of rear 
area installations. 

g. Contingency Operations. 
(1) Deployment. When participating in a phased contingency 

operation, the LAB will deploy as part of the assault force. The battalion 
will deploy into the objective area after the airfield or beachhead has been 
secured. 

(2) Lodgment. Once in the area of operation. The LAB may be 
deployed forward to establish contact with the enemy. It may be deployed in 
the security area as part of the security force, to either block high speed 
avenues of approach, or to act as a highly mobile reserve force that can 
quickly be moved by air or cross country to attack by fire a penetration of 
the airhead or reinforce a threatened area. 

(3) Lodgment Expansion. The LAB will be utilized to expand the 
lodgment relying upon its speed to perform reconnaissance and plug gaps 
wherever they may rise. 

() Operations from the Lodgment Area. As follow-on forces arrive 
into the lodgment area and the security area is expanded out to the range of 
organic indirect fire weapons, the LAB may revert to division reserve, task 
organized with motorized infantry to man a sector of the lodgment area, or 
conduct operations outside the security area to destroy, delay or disrupt 
enemy forces threatening the lodgment area. 

h. Combat Support. The Combat Support Company (CSC) provides combat 
support for the battalion from its organic platoons. 

(1) Scout Platoon. The Scout Platoon performs reconnaissance, 
surveillance and security missions for the battalion. For the LAB to 
accomplish its missions it must have accurate and timely intelligence of 
threat forces and their movements and of the terrain over which the battalion 
is to operate. The Scout Platoon consists of a Platoon HQ and two Scout 
Squads each equipped with three FAV armed with MK-19s. 

(2) Mortar Platoon. The Mortar Platoon provides organic indirect 
fire support to the LAB. It has six 107mm Towed Heavy Mortars. There are no 
company mortars in the battalion. The mortar platoon is highly mobile and can 
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be deployed as a platoon or in two sections of three mortars when the 
dispersion of the battalion dictates. Mortars can accompany light attack 
companies to all areas of the battlefield but at a reduced rate of cross country movement. The mortar platoon provides the following types of fire: 

(a) Anti personnel suppressive fire using high explosive 
ammunition. 

(b) Illumination. 

(c) Smoke. 

(d) Anti-Armor fire using guided anti-armor mortar projectile 
(GAMP). This terminally guided munition provides the battalion a capability 
to destroy armor out to the maximum range of the mortar, thus enhancing the 
capability and survivability of the maneuver companies. 

(3) Precision Guided Anti Tank Missile (PGATM) Platoon. The 
Anti-Armor Platoon provides the LAB with long range anti-tank fires to 
supplement the TOW of the light attack companies (LAC). Their extended range 
and ability to fire in the indirect mode enhances their effectiveness and 
survivability as well as those of the LAC. The platoon has four PGATM systems 
organized in two sections of two launchers. Deployed as section the platoon 
can cover a large area as well as quickly concentrate anti-armor fires in 
indirect fire ambushes against threat armored targets. 

1. Combat Service Support. 
(1) General. Combat Service Support functions for the LAB are 

organized by the HHC and performed by the Support Platoon, Medical Platoon, 
Maintenance Platoon, and Communications Platoon of the HHC. The Command and 
Control of combat service support functions are located either in the Combat 
Trains or Field Trains. 

(a) Combat Trains. The Combat Trains is the Administrative 
Logistics Operations Center (ALOC) for the LAB. Normally, colocated at the 
ALOC are the S-1, S-4, Battalion Motor Officer, HHC Maintenance Contact Team, 
Class III fuel trucks, and the Battalion Aid Station. The Combat Trains 
provide immediate support to the line companies and provide logistical 
coordination between front line units, Brigade Support Areas (BSA) and Brigade 
Headquarters. The combat trains is the transfer point between the BSA and 
front line units for turn in/receiving of all classes of supplies and 
logistical support. 

(b) Field Trains. The Field Trains is habitually located in the 
BSA and is comprised of the HQ section of the Maintenance Platoon, Mess 
section, Communication Platoon HQ, and the Support Platoon. The Field Trains 
closely interface with the logistical and support elements of the BSA and 
provide support to the Combat Trains via the Administrative Logistics 
Communication net. 

(2) Support Platoon. The Support Platoon is comprised of a Platoon HQs, Class V section, Class III section, Transportation section, Mess section, 
and Decontamination section. 
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(a) Class V Section. The Class V section provides ammunition 
resupply to forward units of the LAB. Ammunition requirements are forecasted by the S-4. Whenever possible, pre-configured ammunition packages in Company load configurations are pushed forward to the Ammunition Transfer Point (ATP) 
based upon the ammo forecasts. Ammunition is normally picked up at the 
Ammunition Transfer Point (ATP) and distributed to the Combat Trains. Units 
normally pick up ammunition at the Combat Trains; however, "throughput 
distribution" directly to the companies is performed whenever possible. When 
the tactical situation dictates, ammunition may be prepositioned and concealed 
in predetermined cache sites. These positions are marked and are utilized 
whenever emergency resupply of Class V is needed. 

(b) Class III. The Class III section provides POL resupply to 
the LAB utilizing 2500 gallon Tank and Pump Units and HMMWV fuel trucks. The 
TPUs receive fuel at the BSA and deliver to the Combat Trains. The fuel is transferred to HMMWV fuel trucks which directly support the front line units. During extended range operations extra 5 gallon fuel cans will be carried by the HMMWVs organic to the maneuver companies. Fuel containers may be 
prepositioned and concealed in cache locations for future emergency use. 

(c) Transportation Section. The Transportation Section is 
normally located at the Field Trains and provides limited line haul and local 
haul of the battalion supplies. Supplies are generally picked up and 
delivered to the Combat Trains. Front line units pick up their respective 
supplies at the Combat Trains. 

(d) Decontamination Section. The Decontamination Section is 
located normally at the Combat Trains and performs decontamination of vehicles 
and equipment as far forward as possible. 

(e) Class I Section - Class I Mess Support is provided under the 
consolidated battalion feeding system. Food is prepared in the Field Trains 
and brought forward to the Combat Trains. Units normally pick up at the 
Combat Trains all categories of Class I. 

(3) Medical Platoon - The Medical Platoon is comprised of a Platoon 
Headquarters, Trauma Treatment Team and a Combat Casualty Extraction Team. 
The Medical Platoon provides the LAB medical, limited trauma treatment, triage 
and evacuation support. All battalion medical assets are located either at 
the Combat Trains or with the forward units. Each company has aidmen and 
evacuation support under habitual association. The Aid Station is at the 
Combat Trains and provides command and control over the battalion medical 
personnel. Battle stress casualties are treated as far forward as possible, 
normally at the Combat Trains area. Due to the austerity of the medical 
platoon structure, the companies maximize the "Buddy Aid System". 

(4) Maintenance Platoon. 

(a) The Maintenance Platoon is comprised of a Platoon HQ, 
Inspection and Records Section, Support Section, Maintenance Service Section, 
and 5 Maintenance Contact Teams (one per company). Maintenance in the LAB 
operates under the "fix-forward" concept. Each Light Attack Company (LAC) and 
the CSC has a maintenance contact team attached. The Maintenance Contact 
Teams repair and maintain the companies' vehicles. Each Contact Team consists 
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of three light wheeled vehicle mechanics, l HMMWV, and necessary PLL and 
repair parts to maintain the company vehicles. 

(b) The Battalion Maintenance Officer (BMO) and the HHC Contact 
Team are normally located at the Combat Trains. The BMO provides the 
Maintenance Management and supervision of repair of vehicles that require more 
extensive repairs than can be provided by the Company Contact Teams. 

(c) The Automotive Maintenance Warrant Officer, welder, 
Inspection and Records Section, and wrecker operator are normally located in 
the Field Trains at the BSA. Vehicles that cannot be repaired at the Combat 
Trains are evacuated to the Field Trains where a more extensive repair 
capability exists. If the vehicles(s) cannot be repaired at the Field Trains 
location, the vehicles are evacuated to the Forward Support Battalion (Direct 
Support) colocated at the BSA. 

2 ~ j. Command and Control. The Command and Control (C) infrastructure of the LAB insures a continuous capability to effectively conduct combat 
operations. The C structure of the LAB is comprised of a Tactical Operations 
Center (TOC) and Tactical Command Element. 

(1) Tactical Operations Center (TOC). The TOC provides control of 
LAB units and is the primary communication interface with units higher, lower 
and adjacent. 

(2) Tactical Command Element. The Tactical Command element normally 
consists of the Battalion Commander, S-3, Fire Support Officer (FSO) and the 
Tactical Air Control Party (TACP). This element provides command of the LAB 
units during combat operations either from the TOC or from more forward 
positions. 

k. Communications. 
(1) The communications of the LAB are based on FM capability within 

companies, and on AM and FM between companies and battalion. 

(2) The Communication Platoon provides limited diagnostic and repair 
of radios, very limited wire laying capability (i.e. remote radios), messenger 
service and retransmission capability of the command net. Elements of the 
Communications Platoon are normally located in the Tactical Operations Center 
(TOC), Combat Trains, and Field Trains. 

(3) TOC - The elements of the,Communication Platoon located at the 
TOC provide the Command and Control (C) for the Communication Platoon. The 
TOC element performs limited radio repair and provide the TOC with a remote 
via wire and retransmission (command net) capability. 

(4) Combat Trains - Communication elements at the Combat Trains 
provide messenger service, limited-diagnostic, and evacuation capability, and 
provide the ALOC a retransmission capability of the Administrative Logistics 
Net. The element also provides limited wire laying for the internal field wiring of the Combat Trains. 
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(5) Field Trains - An austere communications element is located at 
the Field Trains to provide interface between the LAB and BSA and Direct 
Support elements located at the Forward Support Battalion. The communication 
element receives evacuated communication equipment from the Combat Trains and 
issues replacement communication equipment to the Combat Trains as required. 
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